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nothing is to be done: want of attention, which is really want of thought, is either folly or madness. You should not only have attention to everything, but a quickness of attention, so as to observe, at once, all the people in the room; their motions, their looks, and their words; and yet without staring at them, and seeming to be an observer. This quick and unobserved observation is of infinite advantage in life, and is to be acquired with care; and, on the contrary, what is called absence, which is a thoughtlessness, and want of attention about what is doing, makes a man so like either a fool or a madman, that, for my part, I see no real difference. A fool never has thought; a madman has lost it; and an absent man is, for the time, without it.
Adieu I Direct your next to me, ohez Horisiew Chabert, JBanqwer, d Paris; and take care that I find the improvements I expect at my return,
Spa, August 6,1741. DEAE BOY,
I AM very well pleased with the several performances you sent me, and still more so with Mr. Mait-taire's letter, that accompanied them, in which he gives me a much better account of you than he did in his former. Laudari a laudato viro, was always a commendable ambition; encourage that ambition, and continue to deserve the praises of the praise-worthy. While you do so, you shall have whatever you will from me; and when you cease to do so, you shall have nothing.
I am glad you have begun to compose a little; it will give you an habit of thinking upon subjects, which is